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Spanish is considered the most important language 
to learn in the United States right now. 

• ..."Spanish is understandably stressed as the 
most important language for Americans of 
any age to learn...Regardless of your age, it's 
never too late to ad a skill that will boost your 
employment prospects and possibly your 
paycheck. The need for employees with 
foreign language skills is only expected to 
grow in the next 10 years, and there are many 
fields where being bilingual can have a real 
bearing on your candidacy (Chicago Tribune, 
2012). 



Hispanic or Latino in Merced-California 
• California Population: 38,802,500 (2014 estimate )-

highest state population. 
▫ Hispanic or Latino: 38.4% * 

• Merced County Population: 80,608 (City 
Limits) 119,338 (Urban Area)  
▫ Hispanic or Latino of any race: 49.6% (40,073 

persons)* 
• UC Merced has been designated as Hispanic-

Serving Institution (April 30 2010) 
▫ Hispanic undergraduate students: 45.6% (2,681)** 
 

Source:  *U.S. Census Bureau; (www.censueen s.gov) , Department of Finance; (www.dof.gov) - See more at: 
http://www.mercedfirst.com/community-profile/demographics#sthash.Wn9V4HLb.dpuf.  
* *UC Merced : http://www.ucmerced.edu/news/uc-merced-designated-hispanic-serving-institution 

http://www.census.gov/
http://www.dof.gov/
http://www.mercedfirst.com/community-profile/demographicssthash.Wn9V4HLb.dpuf




Why Spanish for Health Professionals? 
• Nearly one in five residents in California → LEP 

(Limited English Proficient)*. 
• About 65 % of the LEP population (both foreign- 

and native-born) speak Spanish *. 
• The Hispanic population and Hispanic LEP 

population grew in every region of the United 
States. 

• Spanish proficiency is becoming a “highly 
desirable” characteristic in applicants to 
medical programs in the United States. 
 *Source: Authors' analysis of the U.S. Census Bureau's 2011 American 

Community Survey.  



Why Spanish for Health Professionals? 
• Employment opportunities for Spanish-

speakers increase every year. 
• The Bureau of Labor Statistics predicts a 22% 

increase in employment for: 
▫  interpreters (generally defined as on-the-spot 

and person-to-person) and  
▫ translators (involving written or recorded 

matter) in all job categories.  
▫ The greatest number will be shared between 

health care and law where "it is critical that 
information be fully understood among all 
parties." 



Spanish for Health Professionals at UCM 
• Spanish for Health Professionals (Span 141 →107). 
• The first course section→ Fall 2006. 
• The course is taught entirely in Spanish. 
• This course is for students that are considering a 

career related to health, but it is also open to all 
students regardless of their career plans. 

• Requirements: Advance Spanish / AP5  
• In the market there is not a book available that 

would cover the course goals; instead, there are 
variety of academic sources accessible through 
the library or online. 
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Course Goals: 
1. Develop students’ ability to understand spoken 

Spanish medical terminology in a variety of 
medical contexts. 

2. Acquire reading skills to interpret and translate 
medical-related literature in Spanish. 

3. Study Latino culture in the United States and 
understand the importance of cultural 
sensitivity in working with these patients. 

4. Develop students’ writing skills in medical 
Spanish in order to compose messages, 
publicity announcements, and audiovisual 
material. 

5. Inspire students to be involved with community 
organizations. 



Class activities 
• Contests to practice the medical vocabulary and 

concepts. 
• Reading scientific and newspaper articles. 
▫ Identifying keywords. 

• Analysis of materials translated into Spanish by 
medical centers. 

• Oral presentations on health topics of general 
interest. 

• Roundtable 
• Debates on controversial health issues. 
• Dramatization of real situations in a medical 

consultation. 



Teaching Strategy-1  
To learn a specific medical issue: 
• Students are expected to come to class prepared. 

They should read the material and complete all the 
homework assigned before class. 

• Collaborative learning techniques. 
▫ Think/ Pair/Share: 
 Group members think about a question/topic individually 
 Share their  thoughts with partner. 

▫ Group discussions: 
 3 -5 students 
 Discussion Leader. 

▫ Group Survey. 
▫ Critical Debate. 

Students practice oral and written Spanish reading, 
talking, interacting and writing.  

 



Teaching Strategy-2  
Group work of community outreach 
• Students read health news and do research 

from academic sources on health issues 
related to Latinos and healthcare.  Oral 
Presentation. 

• They apply their learning to practical 
situations to demonstrate and practice 
proficiency in Spanish in a work-like situation.  

• Identify communication barriers caused by 
ignorance of the colloquial language.  

• They will have 2-3 different activities from 
which to choose. 
 
 



Service-Learning 
• Design conference for Spanish speaking 

parents and /or students from Merced 
Elementary, Middle and High School District 
on a health topic. 

• Develop a creative educational material or 
improve one done before.  
▫ Audiovisual material (Power point, videos, arts 

projects, online class) 
• Help Spanish speaking families, UC Merced 

students and interpreters to manage or 
prevent diseases. 



Projects in Merced community  
• Conference for parents of Spanish-speaking 
• Conference interpreters Healthy House.  
• Participation in events organized by entities related 

to health Merced.  
• Developing glossary of medical terms for Healthy 

House.  
• Creation of audiovisual material to be used by 

health agencies in the area of influence.  
▫ Videos  
▫ Brochures 

• Healthy fair for Kids / Building Healthy Communities 
→ Southwest Merced/East Merced County 



Examples: 
• Brochures: 
▫ Ejercicios de Calentamiento. 
▫ Deportes para una vida saludable. 
▫ Innovaciones Médicas. 

• Videos: 
▫ Insurances. 
▫ Congenic diseases 
▫ Zumba para niños. 

 







Folletos informativos 





Conference Invitations  

Fecha 1 de Diciembre del 2010

Horario 5:30 pm

Lugar Cafetería Alicia Reyes Elementary School

Conferencistas Esther Cruz, Saida Delgado, Maricruz Tarango, 
Alexis Plascencia, Antonio López

¡Vengan y 
disfruten!

Estudiantes de la 
Universidad de 

Merced

Vamos hablar sobre la importancia de la higiene en 
la escuela y en el hogar. Hablaremos de que es la 
higiene y como puede tener un ambiente sano y así 
prevenir enfermedades.

Todos los padres y estudiantes son bienvenidos. 
Tendremos refrescos y bocadillos para todos. 
Es un tema importante del que todos deben ser 
informados.

Poca Información Crea 
Una Magia Pequeña 

Maneras de 
mantener 
una vida 

saludable

Regalos, 
Sorpresas, y 
mucho más 





Conferencia para padres 



Feria Binacional 



Student testimonials 
• “Uno de los proyectos que más disfruté fue el 

haber hecho una investigación sobre una 
enfermedad de mi preferencia y aprendes más 
de ella.” 

• “En esta clase aprendí sobre la enfermedad 
que padece mi mamá. Ahora la entiendo más 
y puedo ayudarla en sus visitas al médico”. 

• “En esta clase pude darme cuenta que es muy 
importante tener en cuenta las diferencias 
culturales entre los países de habla hispana en 
el momento de una consulta médica.” 



Student testimonials 
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